Qualitative research: exploring new frontiers.
Qualitative research is an excellent strategy for exploring new areas of study. It is particularly appropriate for the field of gastroenterology nursing, a developing nursing specialty. In this article, the authors provide an introduction to qualitative research through a comparison of quantitative and qualitative perspectives, exploration of qualitative research designs, and discussion of qualitative analysis. Examples of qualitative research are used to illustrate the rich, vivid, and practical information gained using four different mehtodological approaches. Qualitative research topics appropriate for gastroenterology nurse researchers are suggested.